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Section III, Project Budget Outline Explanation for the Brahma Pantry 

The Brahma Pantry on the campus of Pierce College provides emergency food assistance to 

enrolled Pierce College students. However, it cannot accept financial contributions directly. 

Therefore, a donation may be made to the Foundation for Pierce College, which then directs the 

whole amount of the donation to the Brahma Pantry. 

Because of the campus closures, the uncertainty caused by the pandemic, and the 

cancellation of state funds for pantries on community-college campuses, the Brahma Pantry’s 

rolled-over funds ($95,000) are on hold and cannot be used in any widely effective way to 

alleviate food insecurity among students. The funds must be held in reserve in case normal 

operations of the physical pantry resume and student workers must be hired. These funds are also 

occasionally used to purchase school supplies in small amounts for Pierce students. 

As of September 2020, 255 students had applied to receive some assistance from the Pantry 

on an as-needed basis in the form of grocery-store gift cards, but restrictions on spending prevent 

the Pantry manager from advertising the food-relief assistance widely because the funds 

currently in the account are finite and must last until the end of the 2020–2021 fiscal year. If the 

WHWCNC awards a grant of $2,500 for the sole purpose of having grocery-store gift cards 

purchased, the manager can immediately advertise the program on a first-come, first-served basis 

among all students through the Pierce College listserv. The demand is anticipated to be great. In 

the 2019–2020 academic year, the Brahma Pantry’s emergency food assistance totaled $35,000. 

The Project Completion Report submitted to the WHWCNC afterward will describe the outcome 

of the gift-card project. 
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