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NEIGHBORHOOD 

COUNCIL

 

 
 
 

200 N. Spring Street   

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
Email: NCsupport@lacity.org  

Website: www.empowerla.org

 

Special Environmental Sustainability and Beautification Committee Meeting  

MINUTES 

Woodland Hills Branch Library 

Second Floor 
22200 Ventura Blvd, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

May 31, 2023 

6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. 

Por favor contacte Karen DiaBiase, Secretaria, al 818-639-9444 o por correo electrónico www.whcouncil.org para 

avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction 

will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is 

prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; 

however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public 

comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board.
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AGENDA 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Items for Discussion and Possible Action:  
All comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding chair of the committee.  

1. Call to Order:  Karen DiBiase, 6:35pm 

2. Committee Members: Chair – Karen DiBiase, Sean McCarthy, Rachel Waddy, Gretchen Gesell, Christine 
Robinson, Mihran Kalaydjian 

 

  Quorum at time of meeting called to order: 4 

 

  Present:  Karen DiBiase, Sean McCarthy, Rachel, Gretchen Gesell 

  Absent:  Christine Robinson, Mihran Kalaydjian 
 

3. Public Announcements by city officials and representatives:  None 

4. Stakeholder Public Comment Period (on items NOT on the agenda):  None 

5. Approval of Committee Minutes: April 18, 2023. 

 

Motion:  Karen DiBiase, Second: Gretchen Gesell 

 

Roll Call Vote 

PASS       Yes:  4          No:  0            Abstain: 0       Total: 15 

• YES:  Karen DiBiase, Sean McCarthy, Rachael Waddy7, Gretchen Gesell 

• NO:   

• ABSTAIN:   
 
 

 
Items for discussion and possible action: 
Stakeholder Public Comment will be taken on each agenda item: (2) minutes per speaker 
 
Item One:   
Continued discussion of ways to promote Woodland Hills to be greener, cleaner and improve our shared 
community.  Possible tree planting and maintenance.  Contact LA City Forestry Dept for tree trimming, 
maintenance, and replacement.  Will need to work up a grid of areas that need attention. 
 Idea discussed: 
 Pick up trash when you see it 
 Contact SLO Dense to see what we can do and/or call 311 
 Reach out to older neighbors to help with weed clean-up 
 Donate used clothes/furniture (SF Rescue Mission will pick up items at your house) 
  
Item Two: 
Discussion on support for WHWCNC’s FIRST SATURDAY CLEAN-UP TEAM.  Can we get a schedule of 
proposed clean up sites so they can be advertised on our NC website? 
 Idea discussed: 
 Will work with Sean McCarthy to schedule locations for First Saturday Clean-ups, and will post on 
 the NC Website. 
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Item Three: 
Discussion on partnering with Volunteers Cleaning Communities and/or The Tree People for a future event.  
Are there other organizations?  Dates? 
 Idea discussed: 
 Met with Jill Mather from VCC.  Will work on organizing a quarterly big clean-up with their help. 
 VCC does “litter pick-up” and not beautification (weed pick-up) 
 VCC typically assigns 2 people per ½ mile for litter pick-up 

Work on rallying the community to come help out (MEET UP APP- use as a sign-up list for events) 
Possible 2 locations:  Burbank/Victory/Canoga, LA River/Erwin/Variel 
 

Item Four: 
Discussion on pre-planning of next year’s “big event” for Arbor Day in 2024 (April 26th). 
 Idea discussed: 
            Will discuss at a future committee meeting when the date is closer 
 
Item Five: 
Gretchen to talk about issues regarding possible hazards with artificial lawns and safer alternatives.   
             Idea discussed: 
 Gretchen to write up her comments and distribute them to the committee to discuss. 
 Artificial lawns contain chemicals within the micro-plastic fibers that can cause harm humans/pets 
 and fill up our land fill as it should be replaced every 10 years. 
 Will work on submitting a CIS to CD3-Bob Blumenfield 
 
Item Six: 
Karen attended the 5th Annual Virtual Beautification Conference, hosted by the City of Los Angeles Board of 
Public Works, on Tuesday, May 23, 2023.  Will give update to the committee of the zoom meeting. 
 Idea discussed: 
            Ran out of time during meeting to complete item#6.  Will discuss at a future committee meeting 
 
Item Seven: 
 New Business to be placed on the next committee meeting agenda 
 
  
Adjournment of Meeting:  7:45pm 

Minutes submitted by Karen DiBiase, Chair 

 

 

The next meeting will be on June 9, 2023 (second Tuesday) at the Woodland Hills Branch Library. 

 
      As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los  

Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services 
may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at 
least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org 

 
Public Posting of Agendas - 

Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 
● A copy of this agenda is also physically posted on the outside of the window of the West 

Valley Warner Center Chamber located at 6100 Topanga Canyon Blvd, Ste 2330, 

mailto:NCsupport@lacity.org
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Woodland Hills, CA 91367. The Chamber is located at the Promenade Mall outside the 
east entrance of the mall and to the left of Ruth Chris Restaurant. The Chamber office is 
accessed from Owensmouth Street. Parking is free.  

● www.whcouncil.org 

● You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification 

System (ENS) 

 
Notice to Paid Representatives - 

If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register 

as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More 

information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics 

Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
Public Access of Records - 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 

majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.WHWCNC.org 

or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the 

agenda, please contact Dena Weiss at: d.weiss@whcouncil.org. 

 
  Reconsideration and Grievance Process - 

For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or 

any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 

available at our Board meetings and our website. 
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