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West Hills Neighborhood Council
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Thanks for sharing this letter and glad to see the WHNC is supportive of bike lanes on Shoup Avenue. I 
look a closer look at Shoup to see what it would take to fit bike lanes in and here is what I found: 
 
From Ventura to Roscoe, most of Shoup has a width between 62 and 66 feet wide. South of Oxnard, 
parking is generally only allowed on one side of the street. For this segment south of Oxnard, we're a few 
feet short of being able to fit bike lanes in. We'd need a continuous width of at least 68 feet while 
retaining two lanes of traffic, a left turn lane where needed, and parking on one side of the street. 
 
North of Oxnard, with the exception of a portion between Victory and just north of Vanowen, the street is 
roughly the same width, but parking is allowed on both sides. Here we are far short of the width necessary 
while keeping the status quo. 
 
For that widest portion between Victory and just north of Vanowen, the street is 74 feet wide. This portion 
is also scheduled to be resurfaced soon so we are going to see if bike lanes are possible, but it is going to 
be very tight, if they can fit at all. With the speed limit of 40 miles per hour, there are concerns about 
squeezing the parking lane and bike lane too much. At minimum, we will reduce the interior lanes and 
paint a wide shoulder. This was done recently on Riverside Drive in Toluca Lake which is also 40 miles per 
hour and 74 feet wide. 
 
If there was a desire to explore lane removal to fit bike lanes, I can get into more of the details about what 
that would entail and require. I did take a quick look at the volumes and pre-COVID, they are on the high 
side (1200+ in each direction during the peak hour). I am less familiar with parking demand in this area, if 
there was an appetite to remove parking but happy to discuss that further as well if you are interested. 
 
The other issue is pavement quality. Even if/when/where we achieve the necessary width, the pavement 
must be certified to be in acceptable condition for bike lanes. This usually means that the street has to be 
resurfaced or slurry sealed before we can proceed. We may have an opportunity with the Victory to 
Vanowen segment because it is about to be resurfaced, but as mentioned above, it may not be possible 
due to the width, unless something is sacrificed. 
 
 
 

  

Tim Frémaux 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
Valley and Western District Operations 

  


