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An Update on the Warner 
Center Specific Plan
By Dennis DiBiase, Woodland Hills-Warner Center NC, 
WCSP Citizen’s Advisory Committee Member 

What a Difference from Its Interior
The Citizen’s Advisory Committee for the 
Warner Center Specific Plan is now 
studying Warner Center’s borders.  You’ve 
been hearing how, while keeping Warner 
Center green, the streets inside Warner 
Center were also going to be more 

pedestrian oriented. The streets, over time, would be active. 
Resident’s front doors would face the sidewalk and 

pedestrians could window shop or pay their 

Your participation in city governance through the Neighborhood Council 
enables the city to be more responsive to our community’s needs.
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Neighborhood 
Council Elections 
Fast Approaching

“Warner Center” continued on page 6

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

WARNER CENTER 
SPECIFIC PLAN

UPDATE

ELECTIONS:
A TIME TO RUN
A TIME TO VOTE

HELP OUR SCHOOLS

CHAIR’S MESSAGE

AN ADVOCATE FOR DWP 
RATEPAYERS

Candidate Filing Period 
December 2 – January 4th

By Karen Koe, Woodland Hills-Warner Center NC, Governance Committee Chair 

Do you want to be involved in your neighborhood?  Your chance is fast 
approaching.  Become a part of the Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood 
Council by running for a council board seat in 
the 2010 election, or voting for the representative “Elections” continued on page 3

Get timely Neighborhood 
Information via our Website, 

e-Newsletters, & e-Mail Events 
if you request them.

Sign-Up by simply visiting 
www.WHCouncil.org & click 

the “Join” tab in the upper right. 

Tell your neighbors too!

Refining Warner Center’s Borders 
 Issue No 7 - December 2009" www.WHCouncil.org
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Joyce Pearson 
Message from the Chair

Can You Save 
Los Angeles?
Once again we welcome you to our 
newsletter. Our elections are just around 
the corner and you can’t help but notice 

that the Federal Government’s debt is staggering, the state of California 
is teetering on bankruptcy and the City of Los Angeles has almost as 
many budget problems as the State.
If you’ve ever thought how you might change government for the better, 
now is the time to act.  There has never been a better opportunity.  
Consider signing up as a candidate in the coming election.  Filing starts 
December 2, 2009.  There simply is no tomorrow to wait for, we need 
action from community minded individuals throughout Woodland Hills 
now.
As they say, “all politics are local,” and recent information has 
highlighted the fact that where citizens participate in their local 
government, the influence is for the good.  Therefore, working on the 
Neighborhood Council towards a better Woodland Hills helps all the 
way up to Sacramento and Washington!
Read the article on the up coming elections. Identify which area and 
what section of the area you wish to represent.  There will be forums you 
can attend to learn more about the Neighborhood Council and what you 
need to know. A forum has been planned so candidates can introduce 
themselves to the business community at the Woodland Hills-Tarzana 
Chamber luncheon in February 2010.
More importantly, if you run, canvass your area for VOTES.  The election 
will be held March 2, 2010 and the candidate who receives the most 
votes wins.  The candidate with the second highest number of votes will 
be the alternate.
Often, those running don’t realize they actually need to run a campaign 
to get people in their area and community excited and willing to vote for 
them. Get your friends and family to walk your neighborhood and local 
shopping areas.  Encourage organizations you are part of to support you 
with their votes. Research issues in your area.  
The term is for two years during which there will be many challenges 
and much to do and learn along the way about your City Government. 
Many of those having served on our Board of Directors and as Alternates 
remain significantly involved in the community once they are immersed 
in the activities of the neighborhood council.  
We appreciate the tremendous support we have received from the 
community and hope to get the good people of Woodland Hills-Warner 
Center involved in meaningful ways to make a difference in the 
betterment of your community. 

Woodland Hills-Warner Center 
Neighborhood Council 

Board Members
Executive Officers 2009
Chair:  Joyce Pearson
Vice Chair/Director: 
Stephen Naczinski
Secretary: Scott Silverstein
Treasurer: Dorothy Strackbein Koetz
Parliamentarian: Jim Dawson
Director: Heath Kline
Director: August Steurer
Governing Board 2009 
Representatives & Alternates
Area 1 "
Resident: Brian McDonald 
Alternate: Dennis DiBiase
Business: Stephen Naczinski 
Alternate: Jeffrey Weaver 
At-Large: Jim Dawson  
Alternate: VACANT
Area 2: 
Resident: James B. Anderson 
Alternate: John Strand
Business: Raul DaCosta  
Alternate: Pamela Aranoff
At-Large: Joyce Pearson  
Alternate: Paul Shively
Area 3:
Resident: Dave Destler  
Alternate: Karen Koe
Business: Herb Madsen  
Alternate: VACANT
At-Large: William Anderson  
Alternate: Charles Salverson
Area 4: "
Resident: Martin D. Lipkin  
Alternate: Jon Markarian
Business: Scott Silverstein  
Alternate: VACANT
At-Large: Nancy Eisenhart  
Alternate: Sherman Gamson
Area 5:
Resident: Vince Thorpe  
Alternate: VACANT
Business: Sean McCarthy  
Alternate: Kalpana Butala
At-Large: Dorothy Strackbein Koetz 
Alternate: VACANT
Area 6: "
Resident: H.D. "Pat" Patton 
Alternate: VACANT
Business: Gordon Murley  
Alternate: Kristi Blicharski
At-Large: August Steurer  
Alternate: VACANT
Area 7:
Resident: Diane Goldman  
Alternate: Michael Salomon
Business: John Mazur  
Alternate: Charlie Bogusz
At-Large: Heath Kline  
Alternate: VACANT
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Marilyn Anderson, Education Committee Chair
Los Angeles Unified Schools are 
confronting the worst budget deficits in 
recent history. This is compounded by 
the worsening economic conditions in 
California, resulting in not only fewer 
dollars than expected from the state, but 
possibly even more cuts to come. 
This is especially devastating to most of 
our Woodland Hills schools; El Camino 
HS, Hale MS, Woodland Hills ES, 
Serrania ES, Calabash ES, Woodlake ES, 
and Lockhurst ES. These schools do not 
qualify for Federal Title I funding, 
resulting in even less per pupil money 
available to these schools. Calvert ES, 
Woodland Hills Academy and Taft HS 
receive some Title I funding but still 
have had many cuts in services..
What does this mean?
There will be fewer non-classroom 
support personnel, such as clerical 
staff, library aides, grounds keepers, 
custodial hours, transportation 
services, building services and repair. 
The state has also cut or severely 
decreased funding for arts and music 
instruction, gifted and talented 

programs, and library improvement. 
Class size has increased by 2 to 4 
students resulting in the loss of non-
permanent teachers. Many out of 
classroom certificated personnel such 
as math and literacy coaches, 
counselors, and assistant principals 
have been returned to the classroom 
leaving our already hard working 
principals with a myriad of additional 
responsibilities. 
Our neighborhood schools, with among 
the highest LAUSD test scores and top 
ranked within the state are challenged 
everyday as to how to continue 
delivering a top flight education with 
far fewer resources to your neighbor's 
and often your own children.
What Can You Do?
Start by becoming aware and informed. 
By all means read what the newspapers 
have to say, but also go to the LAUSD 
website www.lasud.net for information. 
Talk to your neighborhood school 
Principal to find out how you can help. 
Volunteer your time whether it is for a 
few hours a month to assist clerical staff, 
as a library volunteer, supervising drop 

off and pick up traffic, sharing your art 
or music talent, or as a classroom 
volunteer.  We’ve listed some immediate 
volunteer opportunities below.
Be an advocate for our neighborhood 
public schools. Contact your school 
board member, assembly member, and 
senator. Your Neighborhood Council is 
doing what it can to support our 
schools. Our schools need your help. 

Volunteers Needed at Local Schools:
Calvert Elementary
(Contact Roseanna Neustaedter, 
Principal @ 818-347-2681)
Library 

Lockhurst Elementary
(Contact Ann Teraoka, Principal @ 
818-888-5280)
Library

Woodlake Elementary
(Contact Ken McGee, Principal @ 
818-347-7097)
Library 
Gardening (Tues. 8:00 a.m.)
Reading with individual children
Supervising on playground, leading 
games
Assembling news packets on Thursdays
Helping with P.E. circuit on Thursdays 
and Fridays

Budget Devastates Schools:
How You Can Help

of your choice on Election 
Day.  To participate you 
must qualify as a 
stakeholder within 
the boundaries of 
your neighborhood 
council. Elections 
will be held March 
2nd, 2010.  The 
polling place for 
Woodland Hills 
Warner Center 
Neighborhood Council 
will be located at Fire 
Station 84 on Burbank Blvd.  
Voting will take place from 2pm to 
8pm.   The WHWCNC is an official 
advisory body to the City of Los 

Angeles, representing the 
stakeholders of the Woodland 

Hills and Warner Center 
neighborhoods. 

What is a 
Stakeholder?
A stakeholder is an 
individual who lives, 
works, owns a 
business, owns 

property in the 
neighborhood, or to 

those who declare a stake 
in the neighborhood and 

affirm the factual basis for it.  In 
addition, stakeholders are those 
persons who, having reached the age of 

majority (18 years old), based on their 
active participation in, among other 
things, educational institutions, 
religious institutions, community 
organizations or other non-profit 
organizations within the boundaries of 
the Woodland Hills Warner Center 
Neighborhood Council or the council 
for which they will be running and/or 
voting.  If you can qualify as a 
stakeholder in more than one area, you 
must choose the one in which you want 
to run and/or vote for this election.  In 
order to cast a ballot in the election, a 
stakeholder must be at least 18 years of 
age on the date of the election. 

“Elections” continued from page 1

of your choice on Election 
Day.  To participate you 

Neighborhood Council 

Station 84 on Burbank Blvd.  

stakeholders of the Woodland 
Hills and Warner Center 

neighborhoods. 
What is a 

property in the 
neighborhood, or to 

those who declare a stake 
in the neighborhood and 

affirm the factual basis for it. 

“Elections” continued on page 4
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The Woodland Hills Warner 
Center Neighborhood Council 
is broken into 7 Areas of 
representation (similar to the 
way the L.A. City Council 
separates Los Angeles by 
council districts).  Each Area has a 
residential representative, a business 
representative and an at-large 
representative.  
What is my area?
You can view a map of the areas at 
www.WHCouncil.org by clicking on 
“Area Representation.”  
Area 1 
is bounded on the north by Victory 
Boulevard, on the south by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the east by Corbin 
Avenue, and on the west by DeSoto 
Avenue.  This area shall also include the 
area between the Los Angeles River 
Channel and Victory Boulevard 
between Corbin and Winnetka 
Avenues.  
Area 2 
is bounded on the north by Vanowen 
Street, on the south by Victory 
Boulevard (between Shoup Avenue 
and the lots fronting along the west 
side of Topanga Canyon Boulevard) 
and the Ventura 101 Freeway (between 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard and 
DeSoto Avenue), and on the east by 
DeSoto Avenue, and on the west by 
Shoup Avenue (between Vanowen 
Street and Victory Boulevard) and the 
lots fronting along the west side of 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard (between 
Victory Boulevard and the Ventura 101 
Freeway).  
Area 3 
is bounded on the north by Victory 
Boulevard, on the south by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the east by Topanga 
Canyon Boulevard, and on the west by 
Woodlake Avenue.   

Area 4 
is bounded 
on the 
north by 
Victory 
Boulevard, on the 
south by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the east by Topanga 
Canyon Boulevard, and on the west by 
Woodlake Avenue.  
Area 5 
is bounded on the north by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the south by the Los 
Angeles City/County line, on the east 
by Corbin Avenue, and on the west by 
Serrania Avenue.  
Area 6 
is bounded on the north by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the south by the Los 
Angeles County Line, on the east by 
Serrania Avenue, and on the west by 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard.  
Area 7 
is bounded on the north by the Ventura 
101 Freeway, on the south by the Los 
Angeles County Line, on the east by 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard an on the 
west by the Los Angeles City/Canyon 
Line.  
The election will be held Tuesday, 
March 2, 2010.  Beginning December 2, 
2009, you can obtain the Candidate 
Filing packet from the Los Angeles City 
Clerk.  It will be available three 
different ways:  (1) obtaining the 
application from the City Clerk’s office; 

or 
(2) 
downloading 
the information from 
the City Clerk’s website at 
http://cityclerk.lacity.org/election; or 
(3) attending the City Clerk’s Candidate 
Informational Meeting at a date to be 
determined in early December 2009.  
You will have until January 4, 2010 to 
file your application.  Now is the time 
to get involved and let your voice be 
heard in your community!
About Woodland Hills Warner Center 
Neighborhood Council
The WHWCNC is an official advisory 
body to the City of Los Angeles 
representing the stakeholders of the 
Woodland Hills and Warner Center 
neighborhoods. Stakeholders are those 
who live, work, own property or 
participate in the community. The NC 
is responsible for creating community, 
improving the quality of life in the 
neighborhood, ensuring the delivery of 
City services and educating the 
stakeholders on how to better 
participate in City government.  For 
more information please visit 
http://www.WHCouncil.org.
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Follow us on 
Twitter 

@WHCouncil

Join us on Facebook!  Just look for 
Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood 
Council and click “Join Group”

“Elections” continued from page 3
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By Heath Kline, Woodland Hills Warner Center 
NC, NC Representative DWP MOU Committee

In March, the voters of Los Angeles 
rejected Measure B, the Solar Power 
Initiative sponsored and financed by the 
Mayor and the IBEW, the DWP’s 
dominent union. Despite the millions in 
campaign funds, a media blitz, and 
frivolous lawsuits against the Solar 8, over 
62% of the votes in CD 3, our Council 
District, were against Measure B.
"

The grassroots opposition, 
consisting of a ragtag group of 

fringe activists, was led by the 
Neighborhood Councils, the 

Neighborhood Council’s DWP MOU 
Oversight Committee, the DWP 
Committee, the Building Trades, and 
many other citizens.  The Woodland Hills 
Warner Center Neighborhood Council, 
like most Neighborhood Councils 
throughout the City, voted to oppose 
Measure B.
Our opposition to Measure B was not 
because we are anti-solar.  We believe in 
clean energy. We encourage the City to 
develop multiple renewable sources of 
electricity, including solar, but with some 
big differences. 
It should start with a plan developed and 
overseen by competent and experienced 
financial and engineering experts, not a 
preordained older technology from one 
source. Allow equipment, installation, 
operation, and maintenance to be selected 
through competitive bidding from 
qualified sources, including the DWP 
workforce as well as qualified contractors 
and trade unions. Allow private business 
and residential customers to own 
equipment and supply electricity to the 
DWP grid which would encourage private 
sector investments and competition.

Measure B would have eliminated 
competitive bidding and locked the IBEW 
into doing all the work. This foolish 
arrangement would have cost Rate Payers 
billions EXTRA because DWP does not 
have the capability to 
adequately manage 
such a massive project. 
Our rates would have 
increased an estimated 
10% extra under this 
arrangement. DWP 
construction work 
crews are notoriously 
inefficient and 
inexperienced. DWP is 
widely criticized by 
utility industry experts 
for not keeping up with current 

technology, or properly 
maintaining it’s existing equipment 

and infrastructure. 
Examples of these problems can be seen in 
the recent bursting waterlines, many 
nearly a century old. The prior summer, it 
was exploding transformers and 
blackouts.
Teaching through rate increases
Recently, the DWP has instigated large 
rate increases, through a new 3-tier rate 
system for electricity and a 2-tier system 
for water. The more you use; the more 
you pay per unit. 
DWP believes that higher rates will 
encourage conservation. Paying for that 
second or older, inefficient refrigerator or 
all day air conditioning will be downright 
painful. They’ve done the same thing with 
water, making it cost prohibitive to 
maintain lush landscaping in hot areas of 
the city like Woodland Hills. 
DWP’s problem with the multi-tier 
education system is that it can’t teach us 
the lesson. DWP bills don’t show how 
much electricity and water was consumed 
in each of the progressively more 
expensive tiers. The reason is that DWP 
billing software, which is over forty years 
old and written in an archaic computer 
language, cannot generate the necessary 
information for the Rate Payers.  
Unfortunately, this is the same story with 
DWP’s purchasing system. 

Over the years, DWP has asked for and 
received rate increases to fix their 
crumbling infrastructure and the dinosaur 
age computer system, but has not done so. 
So where did your money go? 
Your money went to pay ever-
higher wages to the DWP’s 
IBEW union employees, 
making them the highest 

paid 
employees 

in the City. 
According to Councilman Bernard 

Parks, DWP employees are paid as 
much as 40% more than other City 

employees doing the same work! 
Interestingly, despite the tough times, 
DWP agreed to increase IBEW wages over 
the next five years by 11.25% to 19.25%!
A cost comparison reported in the Daily 
News noted that DWP IBEW work crews 
cost twice as much and took twice as long 
to do the work as other unionized private 
contractors. The IBEW contract with the 
DWP gives them exclusive rights to do 
this work even when other union workers 
can do the work quicker and for much 
less money. If the voters had passed the 
Measure B Solar Plan, they would have 
extended and expanded the IBEW’s 
expensive monopoly.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
After the voters rejected Measure B last 
spring, DWP returned before the City 
Council with the backing of the Mayor’s 
appointed DWP Board of Commissioners 
with another request for significant 
putative water and power rate increases 
and a plan to carry out the flawed 
concepts of Measure B, without requiring 
voter approval.
Money makes the city go ‘round
The DWP IBEW union is the largest 
contributor to the political campaigns of 
the Mayor and City Controller. The City 
Council tinkers around the edges of DWP 
rate increases but eventually approves the 
DWP requests. They are also beneficiaries 
of the IBEW’s largesse. 
DWP rate increases are a convenient way 
for the City Council to add desperately 
needed tens of millions of dollars to the 
city’s general fund each year. 
The City takes an 8% cut of DWP electric 
revenue and collects a 10% City Utility Tax 

More DWP 
Rate Increases 

Unless You Tell 
City Hall To 

Change Course

“DWP” continued on page 7
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professional a visit after taking a 
leisurely stroll. 
CAC member, August Steurer, notes 
that, “Last year the community told us 
they wanted Great Streets. Refining the 
public space between buildings through 
these streetscape requirements is critical 
to the eventual success of our 
placemaking efforts in Warner Center.”
But what about the busy arterial streets 
that surround Warner Center? While 

these streets are used to get to 
destinations within Warner Center, they 
are also used by commuters as 
thoroughfares to other destinations. 
Could the border streets ever have the 
scale and ambience envisioned for the 
interior of Warner Center? To answer 
that, each street, Desoto, Topanga, 
Victory and Vanowen are being looked 
at separately.
De Soto Avenue
Today, Desoto is very green, with 
buildings set back from the street and 
parking hidden by landscaping or walls. 
The east side is outside of the specific 
plan.  The current thought by the 
committee is that the west side of De 
Soto doesn’t necessarily have to change 
that much in the future. As 
development happens, builders may 
have a choice to set their buildings back 
and have the landscape treatments you 
see today, or maybe slightly less. When 
street oriented uses are incorporated 
into a project, buildings will be built 
closer to the street. All future projects 
will still incorporate a required 
streetscape with trees, landscaping plus 
a wide sidewalk and a bike bath.  

Topanga Canyon Boulevard 
Topanga Canyon is very different from 
De Soto with both sides of the Boulevard 
within the Specific Plan. Again, the 
edges of both sides of Topanga, for the 
most part, will be green, with trees, 
accommodating pedestrians and 
bicycles. 
Currently, from the freeway up to 
Oxnard Street, not much is anticipated to 
happen on these properties soon.  North 
of Oxnard, the east side properties are 
currently owned by Westfield all the 

way to Vanowen Street.  The frontage 
requirements for these properties are still 
being discussed. 
Some factors being considered are a 
flood easement which would be hard to 
build on, access and ease of parking for 
the uses on these properties,  traffic 
congestion, and of course the never to be 
forgotten  pedestrian experience. 
In our discussions with the Westfield 
company, it has demonstrated an intent 
to be a good neighbor so far, but the 
large scale project they proposed in 
better economic times may be 
dramatically downsized. Nothing new 
has yet been officially presented to the 
Neighborhood Council, but whatever is 
proposed there, we intend to see that it’s 
done right. 
On the west side, land owners have 
been having trouble improving their 
properties as they aren’t very deep and 
the current specific plan has burdened 
them with relatively large setbacks and 
landscape requirements. Thus, no 
improvements have yet occurred. A 
relaxation of some requirements is being 
considered.  This is a great example of 

where, sometimes, compromise results 
in a better community.
Another discussed idea for improving 
the image of Woodland Hills is to have a 
landscaped, tree lined median on 
Topanga Canyon Boulevard.  One 
interesting issue is that it’s a state 
highway. Will the state cooperate with 
this premise?  And will developers, as 
properties are improved, see the 
opportunities and the advantages in 
helping to pay for it? The concensus is 
that the median is important and the 
work to get it will be worth it.

Victory Boulevard
Discussions regarding Victory Boulevard 
are now beginning. The Department of 
Transportation (DOT)wants to widen it 
from De Soto to Topanga Canyon. The 
project is already funded and they say it 
will help mitigate the anticipated 
increases in traffic. The jury is still out on 
this issue including how the proposal will 
affect the quality of this street.  DOT is 
scheduled to bring in more backup data 
to show what the advantages really are.
The Work Is Far From Done
The discussions are continuing, 
especially regarding Victory Boulevard, 
and Vanowen Street hasn’t been dealt 
with yet.  
In January, discussions will turn to DOT 
recommendations to mitigate expected 
traffic. Your Neighborhood Council 
representatives are available for any 
input you have.  We participate in this 
committee and all their meetings. 
Any input received from you will make 
Warner Center and Woodland Hills an 
even better place to live and work. 
Get an initial draft of the Urban Design 
Guidelines at www.WHCouncil.org.
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on electric revenue. Therefore, when 
electricity rates are increased, the City 
receives additional funds from the 8% 
transfer fee (tax) plus another 10% 
pursuant to the 10% City Utility Tax. 18.8% 
overall, and that is before “public benefits” 
and “pet projects” of the Mayor and City 
Council. 
If In-Basin Solar Power installed by the 
IBEW costs the rate payers an extra $1 to 
$2 BILLION, as estimated by outside 
experts in a report that the City Council 
and DWP tried to cover up, the City will 
receive an additional $180 to $360 million, 
not including the City’s override on the 
interest payments we rate payers will pay.  

The titanic DWP is 
headed for an 
iceberg on its 

present course, with 
the citizens and rate 

payers of Los 
Angeles all on 

board. 

How do we change course? 

Start with the creation of a truly 
INDEPENDENT Rate Payers Advocate /
Inspector General for the DWP, a request of 
the Neighborhood Council for the last three 
years. There are three (3) motions before the 
City Council to create a Rate Payers 
Advocate (RPA) to represent the interests of 
and report directly to the Rate Payers and 
Citizens of LA on DWP issues.
The RPA and staff must have the 
experience and authority to review and 
analyze the operations, finances, and 
management of the DWP on a timely and 
continuous basis. Any findings and 
recommendations should be reported 
simultaneously to the Rate Payers, 
Citizens, the City Council, Mayor, and the 
DWP and its Board of Commissioners.
The RPA should have unfettered access to all 
DWP records and personnel; be free to 
conducts audits and investigations, 
including whistleblower; and make 
recommendations for improvement of 
operations or to prevent fraud, waste and 
abuse. The RPA should have a “seat at the 
table” at all DWP internal and external 
meetings, Commission and City Council 
meetings, especially those that concern rates 
and affects on Rate Payers. The RPA would 
not set rates or make management decisions.
The Mayor, other elected city officials, and 
DWP management claim an Independent 

Rate Payer Advocate is unnecessary because 
they are already providing that function. 
History, the current condition of the DWP, 
and the real and appearance of financial 
conflicts of interest prove otherwise.
The RPA must be truly independent; no 
politicians past or present, no political 
appointees, no lobbyists, no union bosses, 
no DWP or government employees, no 
government contractors, or their 
employees. An independent commission 
should appoint and oversee the RPA. 
Commission members should come from 
Neighborhood Councils, homeowners, 
renters, and business organizations. 

Tell the Mayor and City Council 
members that you want a truly 
INDEPENDENT DWP Rate Payer 
Advocate and no more expensive, 
backroom, sweetheart non-competitive 
bid deals with the IBEW, DWP’s bully 
shakedown union.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
mayor@lacity.org or call toll-free 311
Councilman Dennis P Zine 
councilmember.zine@lacity.org  (818) 
756-8848 or (213)-473-7003
For contact information for the other 
14 City Council members visit the 
LA City website or use this shortcut 
http://tinyurl.com/LACityContacts 
Please copy the NC on your letters and 
emails at DWP@WHCouncil.org.

“DWP” continued from page 5

By August Steurer, Woodland Hills Warner Center 
NC, PLUM Committee Chair 
The Planning, Land Use and Mobility 
(PLUM) Committee has been expanding 
its work this year. Thanks to community 
volunteers that serve  and are on the 
committee, it has been able to continue 
handling recommendations on planning 
cases and expand into long term work for 
community planning.
One such effort is supporting the efforts 
of the Woodland Hills Community 
Coalition, an effort of various community 
groups under the leadership of 
Councilman Zine to revitalize Ventura 

Boulevard within District 3. The Coalition 
has chosen to begin by focusing efforts on 
the section between De Soto and Canoga 
Avenues.
PLUM will support the effort by making 
recommendations for revising the 
Woodland Hills Streetscape Plan and the 
Specific Plan for Ventura Boulevard to 
enable the transformation of the public 
areas along Ventura Boulevard.
One aspect of the proposed Warner 
Center Specific Plan is a “circulator” 
transit system that would serve Warner 
Center and connect it to other parts of the 
community such as Ventura Boulevard. 
To facilitate the development of the 
transit solution, PLUM, on behalf of the 
Council, is working with the Planning 
and Transportation Departments to apply 
for a Community Based Transportation 

Planning Grant. The grant would fund 
efforts to involve the community in 
developing the system and choosing the 
appropriate solution for the community.
Members of the Public interested in working 
with PLUM are encouraged to contact me at 
PLUM@WHCouncil.org.

PLUM Takes On 
PlaceMaking and 

Increasing Mobility
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By Jim Anderson, Woodland Hills Warner Center 
NC; Chair, Public Safety Committee; WCSP 
Citizen’s Advisory Committee Member

Can we talk about community? What 
can we say about the community? What 
can YOU DO to help your community? 
What is your community? 
Let’s start with Woodland Hills as OUR 
community. It is a prosperous place 
which has some, if not most, of the best 
LAUSD schools that are top-ranked in 
the state. This means 
that your real estate 
values may be higher, 
and our children are 
receiving an excellent 
education.  
What does the 
community need to do 
to protect our 
neighborhoods? What 
could the 
Neighborhood 
Council do? 
Through the Council’s 
Education and Public 
Safety committees we 
are working with our 
new LAPD Topanga 
Station and its officers. 
We are well known at 
our Woodland Hills 
schools for working 
with them to help 
secure volunteers to 
offset their layoffs 
caused by the recession 
and resultant budget 
cuts.  
The Neighborhood 
Council is already 
involved overseeing 
community 

development at Councilman Zine’s 
request. It is on the front lines of project 
development planning and revisions to 
city zoning. Through its Planning and 
Land Use Management (PLUM) 
committee, the Neighborhood Council 
often conducts the first hearings on 
zoning changes variances, and 
conditional alcoholic beverage sales 
permits. Volunteer committee members 
from the community continue to work 
on many issues. Community members 

are welcome to attend meetings, state 
opinions and observe first hand what 
we do or fail to do in your opinion. 
As you may, or may not, know, a 
substantial portion of Warner Center is 
going to be further developed, and 
redeveloped, by the Westfield 
Corporation. Preliminary discussions 
between PLUM and Westfield give us 
high hopes for the future of Warner 
Center as the Valley’s regional center. 
This will require expenditures in the 
billions by Westfield alone. Our hopes 
are that the block bounded by Victory, 
Topanga, Owensmouth and Erwin will 
develop into a substantial urban project 
replete with condos, apartments, 
brownstones, markets, towering office 
and residential structures and a 
sophisticated urban feel. 
The Warner Center Specific Plan Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) has many 
members from the Woodland Hills 
Warner Center Neighborhood Council. 

Recommendations for revisions to 
the Specific Plan are now being 
considered by this committee. 
The committee engaged the 
community last year and will be 
again seeking more community 
guidance and comment when the 
Environmental Impact Report 
and Draft of the Specific Plan are 
released in four to six months.  
Now is the time to express your 
ideas before it is too late. Would 
you like create a streetcar 
network beginning within 
Warner Center that may later 
extend to Valley Circle, Sherman 
Way, Winnetka or Corbin, and 
along Ventura Boulevard? How 
about regenerative power and 
gray water requirements for all 
buildings?  What about a market 
plaza and civic center with a 
council and group meeting room 
and a concert hall?  
We’d like to know your wish list. 
Attend any upcoming 
committee meeting (visit the 
calendar page of 
WHCouncil.com for dates).  Or, 
drop me a line at 
PublicSafety@WHCouncil.org 
and share your thoughts. 

CAN WE TALK ABOUT 
COMMUNITY? 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

ELECTIONS
MARCH 2, 2010

YOU CAN BE A
CANDIDATE!

YOU CAN BE A
CANDIDATE!

:

CANOGA PARK • CHATSWORTH • GRANADA HILLS NORTH • GRANADA HILLS SOUTH

NORTH HILLS WEST • NORTHRIDGE EAST • NORTHRIDGE WEST • PORTER RANCH

WEST HILLS • WINNETKA • WOODLAND HILLS-WARNER CENTER

CANOGA PARK • CHATSWORTH • GRANADA HILLS NORTH • GRANADA HILLS SOUTH

NORTH HILLS WEST • NORTHRIDGE EAST • NORTHRIDGE WEST • PORTER RANCH

WEST HILLS • WINNETKA • WOODLAND HILLS-WARNER CENTER

File for candidacy between 
Dec. 2, 2009 and Jan. 4, 2010

For details on your Neighborhood Council elections 

and how you can become a candidate for

office in your Neighbor hood Council, visit

cityclerk.lacity.org/election/ncdocs/website.pdf or call 213-978-0444
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