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MINUTES

Of the Wednesday, January 11, 2012 
Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood Council
Full Council Meeting

Woodland Hills Academy, Multi-Purpose Room
20800 Burbank Boulevard, Woodland Hills, CA 91367

AGENDA

Call to Order

Chairman, Scott Silverstein called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

• Pledge of Allegiance was conducted.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ROLL CALL:

Secretary, Joyce Fletcher conducted the Roll Call:

Board Members/In Attendance: Dennis DiBiase, Pamela Aronoff, Karen Koe, Herb Madsen, Steve Santen, Scott Silverstein, Robert Fedor, Dorothy Koetz, Paul Shively, Joyce Fletcher, Pat Patton, Gordon Murley, Colleen Marmor, Jonathan Kraushe, Jim Anderson, Kristi Blicharski, Bill Anderson
Board members/Absent or Excused: Jim Dawson, John Strand, Joyce Pearson, Joey Benghiat
Alternate Board Members/In Attendance: Albert Saur, Roger Gerrish, Martin Lipkin, Leigh Meyers, Sean McCarthy
Alternate Board Members/Absent or Excused: Colleen Langford, Kathy Davis, August Steurer, Chris Boscarino
Quorum Established.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MINUTES:

Approval of the (Minutes) of November 9, 2011

Motion to approve minutes: Approved as written


Vote: 17 ayes, 1 abstain
Approval of the (Minutes) of the January 5, 2012 Special Meeting

Motion to approve minutes: Approved as written


Vote: 15 Ayes, 1 Nay, 2 Abstain

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - 2 minutes each

1. Jeff Orenstein – concerns about Costco being too close to Victory Blvd. and concerns 
about the political pension process


2. Marty Lipkin – concerns about Area 3 Representative Neighborhood Council 
community relations 
 PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A) 
Comments from Councilman Zine’s office

Ron Ubine, Field Deputy gave a report. Councilman Zine is strongly supporting the 
“Clean Hands 
Ordinance”; building industry infractions must be resolved immediately 
before 
construction can continue. There will be a dissolution of the Community 
Development 
Agency because of many related problems.

Councilman Zine has a new Planning Deputy. His name is Daniel Skolnick.
B) 
Senior Lead Officer Brent Rygh and/or Senior Lead Officer Sean Dinse 


LAPD Lead Officer Brent Rygh gave a report. There was a murder in Winnetka. Police 
are investigating. A council member was assaulted on December 29th, but the assault was 
not Council related. Identity theft is up and residents should secure mailboxes. Please 
inform residents that they can learn about crime in their community at Nixle.com. There 
are also Topanga Police Department twitter and face book pages
ITEM No. (1) OFFICERS REPORTS – Organization, Operation, Policies & Procedures:


Chairman Report:  Scott Silverstein:

Tarzana NC wants to know if we will donate $1000 to Senior Fair

The WHWC NC received the BOC Award


The West Hills NC would like to partner with the WHWC NC on special projects


Vice Chair Report: Pam Aronoff


No report


Treasurer’s Report: Paul Shively

The audit reconciliation is complete. Funds will be released after the NC has 
completed required training program.

Secretary’s Report: Joyce Fletcher


No report


Parliamentarian: Jim Dawson

No report
ITEM No. (2)
Items for Which Committee Meetings Have Been Held


PLUM Committee


Item no. (1) August Steurer, Dennis DiBiase, Jonathan Krausche,  Co-Chairs


(12-004) ZA-2011-2679-ELD-SPR


A recommendation of PLUM to the Board to support with conditions the project:


Eldercare Facility Unified Permit to allow construction, use and maintenance of an Eldercare 
facility in the RA-1 zone.


Project as filed consists of a two-story building with four integrated wings having a maximum 
height of 42 feet providing a total of 60 guest rooms with 76 beds having a total of approximately 
48,035 square feet of floor area of which at least 75% is for assisted living care housing 
exclusive of common areas. 26 off-street parking spaces are required. Relief from site plan 
review is also sought.


Time Sensitive: Planning Department hearing scheduled for 11:00 am on January 17, 2012.


PRESENTATION BY DEVELOPER: Dan Chandler presented a presentation slideshow that 
described the project. He was represented by Brad Rosenheim. 

HOMEOWNER COMMENTS: 


(25) Homeowners attended the Board meeting to oppose the building of the Elder Care 
Center.

(18) Homeowners filled out Speaker Cards and spoke in opposition of the project.

1. Charles Salverson, 22838 Erwin Street. – he is fighting to protect the quality of the 
neighborhood  and fears this type of building will set a precedent for placing commercial property 
in residential areas.


2. Sandra Wode, 22950 Calvert – the scope of the project is too large and is a monstor in 
comparison to existing homes and development. 


3. Charles Smiley, 22950 Calvert – has lived for 58 years on Calvert. Feels this is a commercial 
project, the neighborhood does not need this type of development, Edwin will need to be widened 
and will lose the character of the neighborhood.

4. W. Nauman, 23539 Califa – Very concerned about stated low employee ratio to residents. 
Parking does not seem adequate for adequate employees and visitors.

5. Mohammad Tat , 22831 Erwin Street – Building is way too big, too tall, with too many 
windows overlooking homeowner yards. The project changes the character of the neighborhood.

6. Ruth Fieldman, 22844 Styles – Very concerned about parking. Concerned that there will be a 
great amount of overflow parking in front of homeowner houses. 


7. John Sundahl, 22843 Erwin – concerned that this project is not appropriate for the character of  
neighborhood and will set a precedence for future large scale buildings of the type.

8. John Edling, 22860 Erwin – feels the developer is exploiting loop holes and variances. 
He 
requests more active engagement from the NC Council in understanding the community 
concerns. Feels this type of development if out of character and sets a precedent for further 
movement of commercial development into the interior of the residential neighborhood.


9. Kelly Del Valle, 23218 Hatteras – fells that this type of large scale commercial development 
doesn’t conform to the original desire of the city to allow homeowners to convert their existing 
home into homes to care for the elderly. 


10. Herb Madsen – was concerned that the residents were not notified by the NC Case workers of 
the January 3rd PLUM 
meeting where the developer presented his plans. He felt that the case 
needed to be sent back to PLUM for further review.

11. Dawn Stead, 22712 Erwin – The building is too large for an RA Zoned residential area. 
Concerned that homeowner residential property values with go down.


12. Dawn Helon, 22701 Erwin Street – Concerned about traffic and overflow parking. Concerned 
that “Chandler” is the builder, but they have not received enough information from the Operator.


13. John Smolarski, 22857 Erwin – is concerned that the NC is not representing the wishes of the 
community.


14. Monique Bryher,6043 Shirley, Pinnacle Estate Properties, Real Estate Agent for the Area – 
this type of development in Walnut Acres will injure property values. Damages the character.

15. Donna Schuele, 23058 Califa – President, Walnut Acres Homeowners Assc. – 
The Homeowners Association opposes the project.

16. Lisa Myers, 22925 Erwin – Building is too big, not compatible with the neighborhood 
and opens the door for further residential development of this type in neighborhoods. 
Very concerned about parking and noise.


17. Desiree Zuckerman, ABR, Rodeo Realty, Real Estate Agent – Property Values will 
fall in the neighborhood.  Concerned that the builder has found loop holes to build in a 
manner including height and width not normally allowed by the City for current 
homeowners living in Walnut Acres.

18. Mark Dymond, 22736 Erwin – this type of building is not appropriate for a single 
family neighborhood. They should build in commercial, condo and apartment areas.


The facility will tax sewerage, water and other infrastructure.

DEVELOPER COMMENTS:

Brad Rosenheim – Erwin Street will be widened. In the evening only (4) staff members 
will be 
on the property.


MOTION: Dennis DiBiase made a motion to pass the motion as written.


Vote: 3 Ayes, 15 Nays

Motion Failed

MOTION: Bill Anderson made a motion to send the case back to the PLUM 
Committee for further review.


Vote: 15 Ayes, 3 Nays

Motion Passed

PLUM Committee


Item no. (2) Steurer, Dennis DiBiase, Jonathan Krausche,  Co-Chairs


(12-005) VTT 69943-1A, CPC-2011-0382 The Village at Westfield Topanga


6360 Topanga Canyon Boulevard, 21700-21870 W. Victory Blvd., 21919-21945 W. Erwin St.,


6351 Owensmouth Avenue, Woodland Hills, CA


A recommendation of PLUM to the Board to support the project with conditions:


A project with 30.18 Acres, 3,362 parking spaces, for over one million s.f., new retail, restaurants, 
a grocery, office uses, gasoline and automotive uses, theater, a 275-room hotel and community 
/ cultural uses. Liquor licenses for 20 establishments. Review of and action on recommendations 
regarding applicants requested actions from City Planning with respect to: Specific Plan Project  
Permit Compliance, Conditional Use Permits, Development Agreement, Tentative Tract Map 
69943, Compliance w/ Green Building Ordinance, Conditional use Restrictions, concurrent 
consideration of Entitlements, and Certification of EIR, etc.


 … In recognition of certain positive project improvements and a report recognizing positive 
improvements and renewed and continued discussion with Westfield …


… a motion recommending Board support of the Village at Westfield Topanga Project 
with contingent conditions for submittal to the Los Angeles City Council PLUM 
Committee.


Time Sensitive: Council PLUM Committee hearing scheduled for 2:00 pm on January 24, 2012 at 
City Hall.


MOTION: Motion was tabled.
ITEM No. (3) Scott Silverstein, Chair WHWC NeighborhoodCouncil
(12-006)


Discussion and Possible action regarding the adoption by the Board of the following 
proposed Standing Rule.


Standing Rule 19:


Each member of the Neighborhood Council and everyone attending any of its meetings 
and/or functions shall follow the Neighborhood Council Code of Civility, attached hereto 
and incorporated herein as though set forth in full. The Neighborhood Council Code of 
Civility shall be posted at every meeting and posted on the Neighborhood Council’s web 
site. All persons in attendance at said meetings are expected to abide by the 
Neighborhood Council Code of Civility. Effective: January 11, 2012. Unless extended by 
simple majority vote, Standing Rule 19 shall expire one (1) year after the date of 
incorporation into the Bylaws.
Neighborhood Council Code of Civility

Collectively and individually, all elected, appointed, or selected members of the Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood Council agree to abide by a Code of Civility to ensure that our Neighborhood Council’s business is conducted in a respectful and courteous manner, and in a manner that will generate respect and credibility for our Neighborhood Council.

The freedom to express one’s views about public matters is a cornerstone of the democratic process. The Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood Council welcomes the diverse views and opinions of our board members and stakeholders as they relate to the issues before us. In order for these discussions to be meaningful and effective, we shall treat others with courtesy and dignity.

By adoption of this motion, and by incorporating this document into our Standing Rules, we collectively and individually agree to abide by our Code of Civility.

1. As representatives of the Woodland Hills Warner Center Neighborhood Council, we shall conduct ourselves in a professional manner, including treating each member of the board and members of the public with esteem and deference.

2. During Neighborhood Council meetings, functions, or events we will not engage in or threaten to engage in any verbal or physical attack on any individual. We will not use language or physical gestures that are abusive, threatening, intimidating, obscene, or slanderous, including using profanities, insults, or other disparaging remarks. We believe that derogatory language about an individual’s ethnicity, race, sexuality, age, disability, or religion is not acceptable.

3. We will promote and enforce a safe meeting environment at all times. If members of the board or the public become disruptive and violate the rules of civility, we will join our fellow board members in demanding that the person(s) conduct themselves in a respectful and orderly manner even if we do not agree with the point of view being expressed. The Chair will have the authority to mitigate the disruption by any reasonable and professional manner available to it.

4. We will commit to communicate our ideas and points of view clearly, and allow others to do the same without interruption. We will practice the art of being able to disagree without being disagreeable.

5. We will commit to learn the applicable laws that govern Neighborhood Councils, including, but not limited to, the bylaws, standing rules, meeting procedures, the Brown Act, conflict of interest laws, applicable city ordinances, and the City Charter, and will not knowingly violate any of them thereby fostering and maintaining a professional environment for conducting business.

6. We will present information truthfully, and will not knowingly misrepresent, mischaracterize, misstate, or misquote information received from others.

7. If we find ourselves representing our personal interests before our community’s interests, we will publicly disclose the differences and recuse ourselves from voting on such matters, and we will ask for advice from the Office of the City Attorney whenever we have doubts.

8. We will commit to good faith efforts to resolve grievances that come before the board as specified in the bylaws and Standing Rules.

9. Out of respect to our fellow board members, the public, and the decision-makers who we are trying to influence, we will make the best possible effort to understand the issues before us.
MOTION: Scott Silverstein made a motion to approve the civility code as presented and Standing Rule 19. 
Joyce Fletcher seconded the motion.
Kristi Blicharski: 1st call to question    
Joyce Fletcher: Seconded call to question 
Vote: 17 Ayes, 1 Nay

Scott Silverstein made the motion to bring to the floor as written.

Vote: 16 Ayes, 2 Nays

Motion Passed

ITEM No. (4) 

PLUM Committee - August Steurer, Dennis Dibase, Jonathan Krausche Co-Chairs 
PLUM (12-007)


A. City Council Redistricting Plan for Council District 3


A recommendation from PLUM for the redistricting of City Council District 3 that 
maintains whole Neighborhood Councils and puts Woodland Hills-Warner Center 
Neighborhood Council with West Hills, Canoga Park, Tarzana and Encino Neighborhood 
Councils in Council District 3.
MOTION: Dennis DiBiase made the motion to approve as presented. 

        Sean McCarthy seconded.


        Vote: 17 Ayes, 1 Abstain


        Motion passed as written and presented
ITEM No. (5)  COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Governance Committee – (tbd) Chair 
No Report

Outreach Committee -- Joyce Fletcher, Chair

No Report

PLUM Committee -- August Steurer, Jonathan Krausche, Dennis DiBiase, Co-Chairs

See above 

Public Safety Committee -- (tbd) Chair, - Paul Shively,Vice Chair

No Report

Warner Center Specific Plan Citizens Advisory Committee -- Dennis DiBiase, Chair

No Report

Budget Committee -- Paul Shively, Chair

See above Treasurers Report

Community Services -- William Anderson, Chair

No Report

Announcements.

Next Board meeting will be Wednesday, February 8, 2012 at Woodland Hills Academy,

20800 Burbank Boulevard, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 Multi-Purpose Room.

Meeting dates for the rest of the academic year:

For the upcoming 2011/ 2012 academic year the proposed Board meeting dates are:

February 8

March 14

April 11

May 9

June 13

September through June meetings are to be held at Woodland Hills Academy, Multi-Purpose Room (“MPR”), 20800 Burbank Boulevard, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 at 6:30 p.m.

July 11

August 1

July/August meetings are tentatively to be held at The Great Hall at Pierce College at 6:30 p.m.

(Date, Time, location subject to change or cancellation. Please check the www.whcouncil.org website)

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: Scott Silverstein adjourned the meeting 9:35 P.M.
Respectfully presented by,

Joyce Fletcher, Secretary

Disabilities Act Notification:

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least three business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at (818) 756-9628, (818) LA HELPS.

Brown Act Notification:

In compliance with Government Code 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at www.whcouncil.org.
In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact: j.fletcher@whcouncil.org
W O O D L A N D  H I L L S - W A R N E R  C E N T E R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O U N C I L

20929 Ventura Boulevard Suite 47-535, Woodland Hills, CA 91364
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